
Hebrews‌ ‌12:12-17‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Therefore.‌ ‌ 
This‌ ‌keyword‌ ‌in‌ ‌verse‌ ‌12‌ ‌indicates‌‌a‌‌logical‌‌connection‌‌between‌‌this‌‌passage‌‌and‌‌the‌‌previous‌‌one.‌‌In‌‌the‌‌                                   
previous‌ ‌passage,‌ ‌our‌ ‌lives‌ ‌are‌ ‌described‌ ‌as‌ ‌a‌ ‌race‌‌-‌‌where‌‌we,‌‌Christians‌‌-‌‌are‌‌the‌‌runners.‌‌This‌‌does‌‌not‌‌                                       
mean‌ ‌we‌ ‌are‌ ‌to‌ ‌compete‌ ‌with‌ ‌one‌ ‌another‌ ‌for‌ ‌a‌ ‌limited‌ ‌place‌‌in‌‌heaven,‌‌rather‌‌it‌‌highlights‌‌the‌‌similarity‌‌                                     
between‌‌a‌‌runner’s‌‌mindset‌‌and‌‌the‌‌Christian‌‌mindset‌‌-‌‌to‌‌win‌‌the‌‌final‌‌prize.‌‌As‌‌Christians,‌‌our‌‌final‌‌prize‌‌is‌‌                                       
to‌ ‌become‌ ‌the‌ ‌sons‌ ‌of‌‌God‌‌and‌‌we‌‌must‌‌train‌‌ourselves‌‌to‌‌be‌‌competent‌‌in‌‌attaining‌‌this‌‌Christian‌‌goal‌‌(1‌‌                                       
Cor‌ ‌9:25-27).‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Training‌‌and‌‌disciplining‌‌our‌‌body‌‌is‌‌not‌‌fun‌‌-‌‌it’s‌‌painful.‌‌The‌‌reward‌‌does‌‌not‌‌come‌‌immediately.‌‌It‌‌goes‌‌                                     
against‌‌our‌‌instinct‌‌of‌‌immediate‌‌gratification‌‌-‌‌the‌‌instinct‌‌that‌‌appears‌‌in‌‌so‌‌many‌‌areas‌‌of‌‌our‌‌lives:‌‌from‌‌                                     
our‌ ‌dietary‌ ‌choices,‌‌to‌‌procrastination,‌‌to‌‌overspending.‌‌However,‌‌we‌‌should‌‌realise‌‌that‌‌our‌‌choices‌‌today‌‌                             
will‌‌have‌‌a‌‌lasting‌‌impact‌‌on‌‌our‌‌future.‌‌If‌‌we‌‌cannot‌‌discipline‌‌ourselves‌‌and‌‌give‌‌in‌‌to‌‌the‌‌naive‌‌desires‌‌of‌‌                                         
immediate‌ ‌gratification,‌ ‌we‌ ‌won’t‌ ‌be‌‌making‌‌the‌‌right‌‌choices.‌‌As‌‌Christians,‌‌this‌‌teaching‌‌is‌‌important‌‌to‌‌                               
our‌ ‌faith‌ ‌especially‌ ‌because‌ ‌our‌ ‌path‌ ‌towards‌ ‌the‌ ‌finish‌ ‌line‌ ‌will‌ ‌be‌ ‌a‌ ‌path‌ ‌of‌ ‌suffering.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

But‌ ‌what‌ ‌awaits‌ ‌at‌ ‌the‌ ‌finish‌ ‌line?‌‌ ‌  
At‌‌the‌‌finish‌‌line‌‌there‌‌will‌‌be‌‌a‌‌perfect‌‌and‌‌eternal‌‌joy.‌‌Life‌‌in‌‌a‌‌sinless‌‌world‌‌with‌‌the‌‌God‌‌who‌‌loves‌‌you‌‌                                             
so‌‌much‌‌to‌‌the‌‌point‌‌that‌‌he‌‌died‌‌for‌‌you.‌‌It‌‌means‌‌that‌‌you‌‌belong‌‌to‌‌Jesus‌‌and‌‌Jesus‌‌belongs‌‌to‌‌you.‌‌So‌‌let‌‌                                               
us‌‌hold‌‌on‌‌to‌‌this‌‌promise,‌‌so‌‌that‌‌‌“the‌‌things‌‌of‌‌this‌‌world‌‌will‌‌grow‌‌strangely‌‌dim”‌‌and‌‌we‌‌will‌‌be‌‌able‌‌to‌‌                                             
endure‌ ‌the‌ ‌hardships‌ ‌that‌ ‌come‌ ‌our‌ ‌way.‌ ‌In‌ ‌Christ,‌ ‌suffering‌ ‌will‌ ‌turn‌ ‌into‌ ‌knowledge,‌ ‌obedience‌ ‌and‌‌                               
thanksgiving‌‌(James‌‌1:2-4)‌‌but‌‌for‌‌those‌‌who‌‌are‌‌not‌‌in‌‌Christ,‌‌suffering‌‌will‌‌turn‌‌into‌‌idolatry,‌‌grumbling,‌‌                                 
and‌‌all‌‌kinds‌‌of‌‌sins.‌‌So‌‌as‌‌we‌‌run‌‌this‌‌race,‌‌let‌‌us‌‌look‌‌towards‌‌those‌‌who‌‌have‌‌gone‌‌before‌‌us‌‌(chapter‌‌11)‌‌                                             
and‌‌to‌‌Jesus‌‌-‌‌who‌‌is‌‌our‌‌forerunner,‌‌and‌‌the‌‌ultimate‌‌son‌‌of‌‌God.‌‌United‌‌with‌‌Christ‌‌as‌‌sons‌‌of‌‌God‌‌(verse‌‌                                           
1-11),‌ ‌we‌ ‌called‌ ‌to‌ ‌‌strive‌ ‌for‌ ‌peace‌ ‌and‌ ‌holiness‌ ‌‌(verse‌ ‌12-17).‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Peace‌‌is‌‌essential‌‌in‌‌Christianity‌‌(Psalm‌‌133).‌‌The‌‌loss‌‌of‌‌peace‌‌is‌‌the‌‌consequence‌‌of‌‌sin.‌‌The‌‌restoration‌‌of‌‌                                     
peace‌‌can‌‌only‌‌come‌‌when‌‌the‌‌effect‌‌of‌‌sin‌‌is‌‌reversed‌‌-‌‌when‌‌we‌‌are‌‌washed‌‌in‌‌the‌‌blood‌‌of‌‌Christ.‌‌We‌‌are‌‌                                             
then‌‌given‌‌a‌‌new‌‌life,‌‌a‌‌new‌‌desire,‌‌and‌‌a‌‌new‌‌hope.‌‌And‌‌as‌‌Christians‌‌we‌‌believe‌‌in‌‌the‌‌same‌‌God,‌‌have‌‌the‌‌                                             
same‌‌goal‌‌and‌‌live‌‌the‌‌same‌‌principles.‌‌We‌‌must‌‌realise‌‌how‌‌similar‌‌we‌‌are‌‌-‌‌the‌‌invisible,‌‌apostolic,‌‌catholic‌‌                                     
church.‌ ‌We‌ ‌are‌ ‌those‌ ‌who‌ ‌have‌ ‌truly‌ ‌repented‌ ‌and‌ ‌have‌ ‌true‌ ‌faith‌ ‌in‌ ‌Jesus.‌ ‌In‌ ‌fact‌ ‌we‌ ‌use‌ ‌creeds‌ ‌and‌‌                                       
confessions‌‌even‌‌today‌‌as‌‌evidence‌‌of‌‌the‌‌unity‌‌between‌‌all‌‌believers.‌‌That‌‌is‌‌why‌‌we‌‌should‌‌not‌‌have‌‌petty‌                                     
fights‌‌among‌‌ourselves.‌‌When‌‌secondary‌‌issues‌‌tear‌‌the‌‌church‌‌apart,‌‌it‌‌is‌‌evidence‌‌of‌‌a‌‌more‌‌fundamental‌‌                                 
issue‌‌-‌‌the‌‌forgetting‌‌of‌‌our‌‌identity‌‌and‌‌purpose‌‌in‌‌Christ.‌‌Peace‌‌means‌‌striving‌‌to‌‌‌forgive‌‌and‌‌reconcile‌‌with‌‌                                     
your‌‌brothers‌‌and‌‌sisters‌‌(verse‌‌14,‌‌also‌‌Mat‌‌5:23-24)‌‌but‌‌it‌‌also‌‌means‌‌to‌‌‌not‌‌repay‌‌evil‌‌with‌‌evil‌.‌‌We‌‌must‌‌                                         
show‌ ‌peace‌ ‌towards‌ ‌unbelievers‌ ‌just‌ ‌as‌ ‌Christ,‌ ‌the‌ ‌slain‌ ‌lamb‌ ‌of‌‌God‌‌endured‌‌suffering‌‌with‌‌silence.‌‌The‌‌                                 
peace‌‌that‌‌we‌‌have‌‌is‌‌not‌‌a‌‌false‌‌peace‌‌(Jeremiah‌‌6:14)‌‌but‌‌we‌‌have‌‌it‌‌because‌‌our‌‌suffering‌‌brings‌‌discipline‌‌                                       
and‌ ‌our‌ ‌reward‌ ‌is‌ ‌not‌ ‌found‌ ‌in‌ ‌this‌ ‌life‌ ‌(verse‌ ‌15).‌ ‌ 
‌ 

The‌‌second‌‌part‌‌of‌‌our‌‌calling‌‌in‌‌this‌‌passage‌‌is‌‌to‌‌strive‌‌for‌‌holiness.‌‌This‌‌means‌‌to‌‌live‌‌in‌‌righteousness‌‌and‌‌                                         
hate‌‌sin,‌‌to‌‌love‌‌and‌‌prioritise‌‌God,‌‌and‌‌to‌‌‌belong‌‌to‌‌and‌‌‌become‌‌‌like‌‌God‌‌(Lev‌‌11:45).‌‌Oftentimes‌‌we‌‌forget‌‌                                       
why‌ ‌we‌ ‌should‌ ‌strive‌ ‌for‌ ‌holiness‌‌because‌‌we‌‌forget‌‌to‌‌focus‌‌on‌‌our‌‌future‌‌inheritance.‌‌Those‌‌who‌‌do‌‌not‌‌                                     
want‌‌a‌‌future‌‌inheritance‌‌are‌‌compared‌‌to‌‌Esau,‌‌a‌‌sexually‌‌immoral‌‌and‌‌unholy‌‌man‌‌(verse‌‌16)‌‌who‌‌despised‌‌                                   
his‌ ‌future‌ ‌inheritance‌ ‌for‌ ‌immediate‌ ‌gratification.‌ ‌The‌ ‌Bible‌ ‌makes‌ ‌it‌ ‌clear‌ ‌that‌ ‌he‌ ‌would‌ ‌be‌ ‌condemned‌‌                               
because‌ ‌he‌ ‌had‌ ‌despised‌ ‌God’s‌ ‌promise.‌ ‌ 
‌ 

Our‌ ‌generation‌ ‌is‌ ‌very‌ ‌untrained‌ ‌in‌ ‌the‌ ‌discipline‌ ‌of‌ ‌rejecting‌ ‌immediate‌ ‌gratification‌ ‌for‌ ‌greater,‌ ‌future,‌‌                             
blessings.‌‌We‌‌want‌‌everything‌‌to‌‌be‌‌fast‌‌and‌‌convenient.‌ ‌To‌‌slow‌‌wifi‌‌we‌‌say:‌‌‌“How‌‌dare‌‌you‌‌make‌‌me‌‌wait‌‌                                       
another‌ ‌second.‌ ‌You‌ ‌are‌ ‌wasting‌ ‌my‌ ‌time”‌ ‌or‌ ‌to‌ ‌Netflix‌ ‌we‌ ‌complain:‌ ‌‌“How‌ ‌dare‌ ‌you‌ ‌make‌ ‌me‌ ‌wait‌‌for‌‌                                     
another‌‌episode.‌‌I‌‌am‌‌losing‌‌my‌‌patience.”‌‌‌How‌‌obvious‌‌has‌‌impatience‌‌seeped‌‌into‌‌our‌‌everyday‌‌“Christian‌‌                               
life!”‌‌Rather‌‌it‌‌is‌‌‌patience‌‌‌that‌‌we‌‌need.‌‌‌Patience‌‌‌to‌‌hold‌‌on‌‌to‌‌the‌‌gospel.‌‌‌Patience‌‌‌to‌‌forsake‌‌sin.‌‌‌Patience‌‌                                       



to‌ ‌endure‌ ‌sufferings.‌ ‌Without‌ ‌patience,‌ ‌there‌ ‌is‌ ‌no‌ ‌discipline.‌ ‌And‌ ‌without‌ ‌discipline‌‌we‌‌cannot‌‌strive‌‌for‌‌                               
holiness.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 

Nevertheless,‌‌being‌‌a‌‌Christian‌‌is‌‌not‌‌about‌‌achieving‌‌perfect‌‌holiness‌‌but‌‌about‌‌having‌‌a‌‌true‌‌faith‌‌in‌‌Jesus‌‌                                   
Christ.‌ ‌And‌ ‌it‌ ‌is‌ ‌this‌ ‌‌true‌ ‌faith‌ ‌‌that‌ ‌must‌ ‌‌compel‌ ‌‌us‌‌ ‌‌to‌ ‌strive‌ ‌all‌ ‌the‌ ‌more‌ ‌for‌ ‌peace‌ ‌and‌ ‌holiness.‌‌ ‌  
‌ 
‌ 
‌ 


